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Dear Chairman Simpson, Chairman Cole, Ranking Member Pingree and Ranking Member

DeLauro:

As the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Interior,
Environment, and Related Agencies considers funding for the Environmental Protection Agency

(EPA) for the Fiscal Year 2026, the Alliance to Save Energy would like to propose language in
support of voluntary partnerships that leverage private sector funding and capacity to increase

impact.

Although the Alliance to Save Energy previously submitted programmatic funding and report
language requests, we do so here due to heightened urgency due to the recent Supreme Court
ruling which lifted the injunction against agency reorganization. !

Programs like ENERGY STAR, WaterSense, and other voluntary partnerships collectively

represent some of the most cost-effective tools for advancing U.S. energy affordability, national

security, and economic resilience.

Since its inception, ENERGY STAR alone has helped Americans save over 5 trillion kilowatt-

hours (kWh) of electricity and reduced energy bills by over $500 billion.? For every $1 invested,
the program has delivered nearly $350 in energy cost savings, while supporting

approximately 800,000 jobs in energy-efficient manufacturing, construction, retail, and services.’

WaterSense builds on this success by promoting water-efficient products and practices,
saving billions of gallons of energy-intensive water annually and further reducing utility costs for

households and businesses.

" https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/24al 174 h3ci.pdf

2 https://www.ase.org/resources/energy-star
3 https://www.energystar.gov/about



https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/24a1174_h3ci.pdf
https://www.ase.org/resources/energy-star
https://www.energystar.gov/about

Together, these programs not only lower household and business utility costs, but they also drive
innovation, enhance grid reliability, and strengthen the U.S. economy. At a time when rising

demand is already straining the bulk power system, reports that the administration is considering
eliminating these proven public-private partnerships are deeply concerning.*

We respectfully urge the Committee to continue its strong support for these critical programs
through sustained funding and clear Congressional direction.

Report Language Request:

The Committee continues to support the EnergySTAR program at the fiscal year 2025 enacted
level. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by this Act shall be used to
terminate or privatize the voluntary EnergySTAR partnership program.

Further, the Committee does not support the proposed termination of voluntary programs,
including WaterSense, Natural GasSTAR, AgSTAR, the Combined Heat and Power Partnership,
and other partnership programs where EPA works collaboratively with nongovernmental entities
to identify beneficial methods to reduce emissions, reduce pollution, or increase efficiency.

Thank you for your continued support.
Sincerely,

Alliance to Save Energy

4 https://www.inc.com/chloe-aiello/trump-wants-to-end-energy-star-which-has-saved-consumers-500-
billion/91186328
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