
Dear Representative/Senator XXXXX, 
 
As your constituent, I write today to ask that you serve as an “energy efficiency champion” and 
support strong, bipartisan energy efficiency provisions in an energy bill conference report that can be 
passed and enacted into law this year. Given the strong bipartisan support that energy efficiency 
measures enjoy in both chambers -- as well as the White House -- my hope would be that they will serve 
as the cornerstone of any energy bill that emerges from the Congress.   
 
Specifically, I ask that you persuade your colleagues to include the energy efficiency provisions in Title 
1 of the Senate version of the energy bill, S. 2012. 
 
The majority of the energy efficiency title of the Senate bill is based on bipartisan legislation sponsored 
by Senators Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) and Representatives David McKinley (R-
W.Va.) and Peter Welch (D-Vt.). The Portman-Shaheen/McKinley-Welch bills, and especially the 
provisions dealing with improving the process that leads to building energy codes, are the product of 
over five years of negotiation and consensus-building and enjoy the support of scores of businesses, 
trade associations and NGOs across the U.S. No changes to the Senate version of the building code 
provisions should be made during conference as ceding toward the House provisions only erodes the 
energy and money savings’ potential of the legislation. 
 
In addition to the Portman-Shaheen/McKinley-Welch provisions, I urge you to support these additional 
energy efficiency priorities in a conference report: 

 A modified version of the SAVE Act, which would allow the inclusion of energy efficiency in the 
residential mortgage underwriting process; 

 Consensus residential furnace standard language, which was negotiated and approved by key 
stakeholders, that has been approved by the U.S. House of Representatives; and 

 Reauthorizations for the Weatherization Assistance Program and the State Energy Program. 
 
The energy efficiency title of the Senate bill would save American businesses, and consumers like me,  
an estimated $60 billion by reducing energy waste which in turn will avoid the emissions of 1.5 billion 
metric tons of CO2. These provisions also serve to create tens of thousands of jobs right here at home. 
All of this is achieved at very nominal cost to taxpayers.   
 
The strong energy efficiency provisions referenced here are a win-win-win for America and, therefore, I 
trust that you and your congressional colleagues will set politics aside and push these provisions forward 
as a key pillar of a new energy policy for our country.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
XXXXX 
 
 
 

http://www.ase.org/resources/sensible-accounting-value-energy-save-act-amendment
http://www.ase.org/news/senate-takes-significant-step-toward-modern-energy-economy
http://www.ase.org/news/senate-takes-significant-step-toward-modern-energy-economy

